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Record of Pterolepis germanica (Herrich-Schäffer, 1840) 
(Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae) in Slovakia after 50 years 


Vladimir Gavlas 


Abstract 


ın 2004, 50 years after its last record, Pterolepis germanica was found again in 
Slovakia nearby to the previous locality. 


Zusammenfassung 


50 Jahre nach dem letzten Fund wurde Pterolepis germanica in der Slowakei in 
Nähe des ursprünglichen Fundorts wiederentdeckt. 


\ccording to HARZ (1969), the bush-cricket Pterolepis germanica (as Rhacocleis 
jermanica) occurs in Turkey, Albania, Moldovia, Romania, Bulgaria, Italy, Fran- 
e, Greece, former Yugoslavia, Hungary, Austria (Styria) and former Czechoslo- 
vakia. The last published data about the occurrence of this species in Slovakia 
come from the southern part of Central Slovakia (Krupinská planina Mts.), 
iamely from Plastovce village (MARAN 1954). No other records from Slovakia 
nave been published since that time. In the Slovakian Check-list, it was consid- 
red to be an extinct species, i.e. taxon not recorded after 1965 (KOČÁREK et al. 
1999). 


n 2004, I found many individuals of P. germanica in the southern edge of Štiav- 
iické vrchy Mts. near the village Súdovce (Central Slovakia). The site has south- 
arn slope exposition and is situated about 18 km NW from Plášťovce. The alti- 
ude is about 200-240 m a.s.l. The specimens were observed mostly on the oak- 
orest margins as well as in the xerophilous vegetation of the forest clearings. 
‘he species occurred mostly on Quercus sp. and Vincetoxicum hirundinaria. |n 
addition, some specimens were observed in bushy vegetation (Ligustrum vul- 
jare, Crataegus sp., Rosa sp. div., Pyrus sp. etc.). The material and faunistic 
lata are as follows: 


Slovakia c., Sudovce, 7779 (= grid reference number of the Databank of 
the fauna of Slovakia); 48°14' N, 18°49,5' E, July 8, 2004, 16 nymphs, 
Gavlas leg. et det.; July 28, 2004, 8 nymphs, 2 males, 4 females, Gav- 
las leg., det. et col.; September 7, 3 males, 1 female, Gavlas leg., det. et 
col. The material is in Coll. V. Gavlas and Coll. Chladek now. 
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Male of Pterolepis germanica 


Female of Pterolepis germanica 
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Hinzuweisen ist auch auf die naturschutzrelevanten Aspekte. Da nach meinen 
Untersuchungen etwa 10 Prozent des Gesamtareals von kraussi auf Deutsch- 
land entfallen ergibt sich eine erhöhte nationale Verantwortung, zumal aus 
Deutschland die höchste Fundortanzahl bekannt ist. Kritisch ist im Vergleich, 
dass bipunctata 80 Prozent aller Vorkommen in der norddeutschen Tiefebene 
verloren hat und nur lokal in den deutschen Mittel- und Hochgebirgen vorkommt. 


Es bedarf dringend erhöhter Aufmerksamkeit zur Unterscheidung von kraussi 
und bipunctata. Aufgrund der laufenden Untersuchungen freue ich mich über je- 
de Mithilfe (Belegmaterial, Angabe sicher determinierter Funde). 
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